Artisan Continues
Tradition of Fine
Clockmaking

Texr and phorograph by Sandm Weber

t it workshop behind his house, James Shoee of Schwenksville
cuts and carves planks of walnut, tiger maple and chermy seood
e majestic grndfather clocks. Cme of only o handtul of arti-

sans Puntding rall-case elicks roday, Shotre s keepige alive the trah

tion of fine clockmaking, o skill prevalent m Momgomery County
from 1730 to 1830 when several prominent clockmakers lived there

“People just love grandfacher clocks,” he says. "Many people
e fonnd memaories of the fmaly clock amd decide they woane one
of therr own”

Shorr, who worked s 0 calsimet maker for 25 v airs, bewsin s
make clocks atter studving himdreds of them., including his father-
melw's original clisck from Sumneytown. He admits he made lots of
“Moelock

is e of the most challeneimg Prcecrs for o woodworker,” he says

mistakes on his fiese clock, but he soon mastered the craft

Shon reproduces styles, such as the Montgomery, the Hilleown
amd the Skippack Creek Clock, which were promment i the 17004
amd 18005, For inspiration, he reavels to museums, historical sites
amd private homes to exomine ofd clocks

Short's clocks are not exact replicas of the antiques, Instead of
e el o ||E-I MR BITRESS ||I| LR LTS ||'I. L'\- |'_|.|...|l" 111 |]1L I‘:..\l‘"-\. were |'||-
clocks are abour eight feer ll w accommuodate today's lower ceil-
s, Thoneh be vses some miesbern tools o oot boards, Shotr relies
om the same construction technigues that clockmakers used 200
vears ago, He hond cuts the dovetails, rosettes woad fuaals, and smce
he does not use nails, all jois are pegged mortize and enon

Shont says he often sells clocks w family I:||-u,"||||'lr|'- '.'.|||l didn't

inherie the heirloom elock or w those who can’t afford o pay
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530,000 10 F 100,000 for an antigue. Sometimes people wane o cus

rome-made clock to fir o certain space or to match existinge fumish
iy
Che o iz most extraordinary requests was for a reproduction

il Phaludelplin Chippendale case with o brass dial fea-

v rocking ship. "It is satistying to think thar their Timily

metnbers will still be admiring mw clock 200 vears from now,” he
Savs

Wisiis vy Shonds woodshop must be arranged by appoinoment
His clocks can also be C R B 1 the ]r.||.|I1||li:.|| .'1'.||'.|. rican Loralr Shiow
bsted by Early Asnercan Life magaeme at the Valley Forp
Convention Center in Seprember. For more informarion abouw
Perkiomen Clock Civ, conroet James Shotr ar 610-287-4 142 o
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Sanadra Weber is o writer based in Lansdale, Mompomery ©ouary

James Shott will take four or five months to make a batch of
four grandfather clocks. His tall-case clocks sell for $9,000 to
514,000 each, but he also makes a dwarf clock, which sells for
around $4,000. Shott makes the tall case of the clock and
works with two other craftsmen to complete the clock: one
supplies the eight-day movement and other metal parts, and
the other craftsman hand-paints the metal dials with popular
patterns.

The History of the
Grandfather Clock

Taill-case clocks were first made in Encland for kings,

queens and nobles. The elocks” large mechanical pors made th
pieces farge, and the tall case thar was needed to house and pro-
tecr the ||'|'|:._- ]'1‘1'.._||||:1|||'| Wils ||=|r.||i'. -.||'-. orated md trnmmed o
reflect the fumiture stvles of the em. Eventually clockmakers
browghe down the coses, bur wall-case clocks were soll only
aftordable to wealthy families. A tall-case clock oo home was
An unmist I;\.Il""ll' symbal of the tumily’s s I.|| bl ias.

[he clocks were called tall-case clocks until 1876, when
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nickname of “grandtather clock”™ stuck. W



